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Dear Friends, 

It's been an incredibly busy season at talkSTEM as we seek to 
understand and address the challenges and learning loss 
students around the world are facing due to the pandemic. New 
research from National Center for Education Statistics, found 
that average math scores fell 7 points since 2020 - the first-ever 
decline since the 1970s. 

We know that engaging students in math learning throughout 
the day is fundamental to meeting these challenges. We also 
know that if schools, parents, and community educators are 
provided with resources that are explicitly designed to help 
them see math as being tightly connected to community places 
and experiences, the impact on student engagement is 
tremendous. We partner with both school-based and out of 
school educational sites because we want to impact all children, 
who move through home, school, and out of school settings. 

Our key initiative is walkSTEM, encompassing innovative, 
open-source STEM walking tours highlighting math as the 
language of STEM. We define math broadly as the science of 
patterns and as a language allowing us all tto describe and to 
pose our own questions about our environment and our 
activities. For more information, please visit our website, 
talkSTEM.org. As we continue to grow, we're always on the 
lookout for interested partners for these programs, and always 
welcome collaboration. 

In this newsletter, you will learn more about what we are doing 
here at talkSTEM, and how you can help us continue to create a 
culture of personalized math and STEM learning for anyone, 
anywhere. I am grateful for your interest. 

www.talkstem.org
https://talkstem.org/contact/
www.talkstem.org


RECENT HIGHLIGHTS AND AWARDS

www.gomathfinder.org
www.meducationalliance.org/math-power-prize
https://www.talkstem.org/sponsors-and-partners
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Partner Spotlight 
Thank you to these talkSTEM partners for helping us create 

a culture of STEM learning. 

DUSTIN MILLER 

Senior Director of Experience and 
Innovation, Dallas Arboretum 

"At the Dallas Arboretum, we 
partnered with talkSTEM early on 
because we know that it provides a 
valuable tool for engaging in the 
natural world by seeing it through a 
different lens than the average visitor 
is accustomed to. Exploring the world 
around you - in an informal manner 
but with research-based pedagogy -
helps people merge what they've 
learned with what they experience." 

MEGAN ACOSTA 

4th Grade Math Teacher, 
Mockingbird Elementary 

"We took a field trip on Tuesday to the 
DMA and students were delighted to 
find the bowl from the video "What is 
mathematical about the patterns on 
this bowl?" T he genuine excitement 
from my 4th graders making 
connections from the videos and being 
able to see patterns and math 
concepts in multiple artwork formats 
was such a neat culmination to this 
experience." 

SAMANTHA BRADBURY 

Science Consultant, Region 10 
Educational Service Center, Texas 

"talkSTEM is an invaluable resource, 
both within and beyond the confines 
of the classroom. talkSTEM and 
Region 10 have collaborated on the 
development of a walkSTEM tour to 
be installed at the service center. By 
seamlessly incorporating talkSTEM 
practices, we can pave the way for a 
transformative instruction of STEM 
practices. Region 10 is excited to 
partner with talkSTEM to reach many 
of the 58,000 teachers we serve from 
across North Texas." 

TAMASHA GOVAN 

Curriculum Director, St. Philip's 
School & Community Center 

"At the Dallas Arboretum, we 
partnered with talkSTEM early on 
because we know that it provides a 
valuable tool for engaging in the 
natural world by seeing it through a 
different lens than the average visitor 
is accustomed to. Exploring the world 
around you - in an informal manner 
but with research-based pedagogy -
helps people merge what they've 
learned with what they experience." 
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WHAT WE'VE CREATED: 

- A COMMUNITYOF 
50 TALKSTEM TEACHER FELLOWS 

- 60 IN-PERSON & VIRTUAL EVENTS 

280 EXPERT-CREATED VIDEOS 

& COUNTING! 

50 tour stops and 
counting have been 
created by walkSTEM
community members Over 200

tour stops are 
available as GPS- and 

app-guided tours through 
the FREE Otocast mobile & web app 

OUR COMMUNITY THIS YEAR: 

68K REACH 67K REACH 68K REACH 

e Over 40 partnering 
organizations, through 
whom we're able to 
connect with thousands 
of students 

FUTURE PLANS 

As we look toward the future, our plans include an 
expansion of talkSTEM to add critical staff resources to 
our programming and marketing capabilities. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Expansion of our talkSTEM Fellowship 
Program to include Fall and Spring 
cohorts for 2023/2024. 

Additional partner sites for wa lkSTEM 
across al I of Texas, New York, and more. 

Our goal is to reach 250,000 children in 
Texas by 2024. 

Budget and program expansion to help 
us scale. 

www.talkstem.org/donate



	talkSTEM Stewardship 2023 - v6 - FOR PRINT
	talkSTEM Stewardship 2023 - v6 - FOR PRINT
	01
	02
	pg 1

	pg 2
	talkSTEM Stewardship 2023 - v6 - FOR PRINT
	pg3


	talkSTEM Stewardship 2023 - v6 - DIGITAL
	talkSTEM Stewardship 2023 - v6 - FOR PRINT
	talkSTEM Stewardship 2023 - v6 - FOR PRINT
	03





